
The Preventive Maintenance Series    Mike Dawson 

 
Heater Blower Motors 
 
The direct air heater motor for all Corvairs can have glitches and can be improved on. 
 
 Improvements: 
    

 Replace an original motor with one of the later styles such as: AC 15-87, Four 
Seasons 35587, or VDO  PM102.  There are others; all Corvair vendors sell them 
and they will all be faster than the original. 

 
 Replace a loose blower Cage: VDO BW9302 (Use blue Loctite on the set screw). 

Again, all vendors sell versions of them. 
 

 Use of the high speed motor requires some checking of your old system and can 
benefit from an upgrade; on all but late model A/C cars you can install a relay that 
will connect the battery directly to the motor in high speed mode.  This eliminates 
connectors, the switch and wiring from causing voltage drops and lower speeds.  
Larry Claypool has a step by step article in the CORSA Tech Guide on page 20 of 
Electrical and Speedometer.  The relay is NAPA AR102 or O’Reilly BWD R353. 

 
 Perform PM on your blower motor switch by carefully taking it apart, cleaning 

and lubing.  
 
Glitches Caused By Old Age:  
 

 The heater boxes above the transaxle can lose their ground to the body and lower 
blower speeds.  This is worsened if you install a higher speed motor.  To test, 
hook a voltmeter between the blower motor housing and a good body ground.  If 
there is meter movement (or digital reading) with the motor on high then the 
ground is poor.  You can also turn the motor on high and hook a jumper between 
the motor housing and a good body ground.  If the motor speeds up, make the 
ground permanent. 

 
 If you have the motor out, make sure there is no rodent nesting present in the 

adjacent ductwork and inspect the blower cage for a loose fit where the steel is 
crimped onto the alloy center. 

 
 If you install a high speed blower motor and do not use a relay, be sure and install 

a quality 25 amp fuse.  The motor will surge to 16.5 when cold and then run at 9-
10.  I recently installed two different 20 amp fuses (Made in China) that failed 
quickly with less than 20 amps.  Using a 25 amp of the same supplier has worked 
so far.  Also, to check a fuse, use a test light on both ends when installed or use an 
ohm meter.  I have had several fuses with a loose filament in the end caps that 
visually appeared good.  



 If you have a late model with A/C, you should at least clean and lube both the 
blower switch and the mode switch.  I easily installed a relay in the back of my 
’65 A/C car that controls the compressor clutch and the idle speed up solenoid.  It 
takes a few amps off of the blower switch. 

 
Below is a copy of the CORSA Tech Guide article by Larry Claypool detailing the 
addition of a relay for all cars except late models with A/C. 
 
 
 



 
 
 


